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“But In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth...”

Genesis 1:1, NRSV
This summer, we’re going back to the beginning.

For 10 weeks in our worship services, we’ll be exploring some of the most well-known
(and often misunderstood) stories in the Bible—from Adam and Eve to Abraham and
Sarah, from the ark of the flood to the tower of Babel. Our worship series, “The
Gospel According to Genesis,” invites us to revisit these ancient texts with fresh eyes
and open hearts.

You might already know these stories—or at least think you do. Maybe you remember

them from Sunday school felt boards or illustrated children’s bibles. Maybe you’ve

heard them used to explain how the world works or how human beings came to be

the way we are. But this summer, we’ll slow down and give closer attention. We’ll
listen not just for what these stories
say about us, but for what they
reveal about God.

These stories are full of messy

people making questionable choices.

There’s betrayal and blessing,

wandering and wonder, fear and

faith. And in the middle of it all is a

God who remains heartbreakingly
committed to the human family. That’s where the Gospel shows up; not by importing
Jesus into every chapter, but by noticing how grace, mercy, promise, and hope are
already woven through these sacred stories.

Genesis doesn’t give us a harsh, vengeful “God of the Old Testament,” as is
sometimes assumed. It gives us a God who creates out of love. A God who keeps
showing up. A God who works through complicated families and unexpected people.
A God who blesses, wrestles, waits, and forgives. Sound familiar?

There’s good news in these old stories. Not because they’re easy, but because they’re
honest. And because even in the most ancient of texts, God is still speaking.

So come spend your summer in Genesis with us. You might just find yourself surprised
by the Gospel.

Pastor Greg Mlinovich



The Messenger June /July 2025

STAY

CONNECTED!

St. Paul’s sends
out a regular email
update, ‘“What’s
Happening,” with
information about
upcoming  activi-
ties, mission and
service opportuni-
ties, and worship
services. Contact
the Church Office
today to receive
these updates!

stpauls@stpaulsc.org

St. Paul’s UMC
State College

@SPWFUMC
@abbajavacoffeehouse
@StPaulsMusicSCE
@stpaulsshoebank

st.pauls.sc

X 50-Year Members

Join us on June 15, 2025 as we
recognize our newest class of 50-Year
Members! Letters have been mailed to
those we have on record. If you feel
you are part of this class, but have not
been notified, please contact the
Church Office (ddormady@stpaulsc.org
or 814 -237-2163).

% UMCOR Flood
Buckets

UMCOR continues to respond to
disasters across the country. St. Paul's,
can we help replenish their cleaning
buckets? If you feel moved to fund a
partial or full bucket (costs about $75 to
fill), please make a donation through
June 4 online or in the marked bucket in
the back of the church (designate
"UMCOR Buckets'" on your online
donation or check to St. Paul's). All are
invited to join the bucket assembly on
June 22 after worship. If you would like
to help prepare for the assembly,
please contact Joanna Carlson
(joannacarlson@gmail.com).

X Food Bank Sundays

The first Sunday of the month is a Food
Bank Sunday at St. Paul’s. To see what
items are currently needed, go to
scfoodbank.org. There are tubs marked
“Food Bank” at both the College Avenue
and Calder Way entrances of the church
for your donations. Please, no baby food
or formula, expired food, or opened
food packages. The Food Bank truly
appreciates the help you give to their
clients and thanks you for your
donations.

X St. Paul’s Prayer

Group

St. Paul’s Prayer Group meets each
Wednesday at 5:30 pm via Zoom to pray
together. If you would like to join us in
prayer, please contact Linda Keisling
(bltoadhall@comcast.net) or Eileen
Rotthoff (esr16801@yahoo.com) for
more information. Each week, we also
send out a prayer list, with ways we can
pray for our Church, the community, and
the world. To receive this list, send an
email to prayers@stpaulsc.org.

Join us for live & livestreamed

worship with communion

Sundays (@ 10 am

or catch up any time on our
YouTube channel:

St. Paul’s UMC State College
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Congratulations, 2025 Graduates!

We are so proud to congratulate our 2025 graduates!
All of this year’s students graduated from State College Area High School.

Kevin Frederick Burns
Will take a gap year
and work

Reese Elisabeth Gerardo
Will attend Penn State
University

Kayla Mackenzie Binkley
Will attend Slippery Rock University

Peter Cooper

Brumberg
Will attend Penn
State University

Caedmon Charles
Milinovich

Will attend Pennsylvania
College of Technology
-Aviation Maintenance
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Children's Ministry

Liz McMillan emcmillan724@gmail.com

St. Paul’s Summer Musical Camp

St. Paul’s invites all children entering grades 1-7 to Summer Musi-
cal Camp, August 4-8 at 9:00 am-12:00 pm, with a Friday night per-
formance on August 8. This year’s camp will present “It’s Cool in
the Furnace,” a musical about Shadrach, Meshach, and Abedne-
go. Contact Joanna Carlson for more information
(joannacarlson@gmail.com). Please spread the word about this
fun opportunity for kids to grow in faith and creativity.

4




YOUTH SETVICE ProJeCT

Sunday School Class Prepares Meals for
Out of the Cold and Abba Java

Students from the youth Sunday School class spent
time during the last few Sundays of the school year
working on giving back to the community and prep-
ping food for Out of the Cold and Abba Java. With
the stories of Paul’s conversion and then his many
adventures throughout his ministry fresh in their
minds, our youth followed Paul’s lead in sharing
God’s love for all! Many hands made for light work as
veggie and fruit trays, along with brownies, were
prepared for a finals week dinner for the college stu-
dents who find Abba Java as their second home. A
total of 45 breakfast sandwiches with English
muffins, sausage, cheese, and eggs were assembled
to be dropped off for Out of the Cold guests to enjoy
for three breakfast meals!

The Messenger June [ July 2025
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Renae Schunk

You Can Play an Important Role in Our Stephen Ministry . . .

. .. Because you may know of a friend, neighbor, co-worker, or relative who is go-
ing through a difficult time and who could benefit from the focused care, encour-

agement, and support of a Stephen Minister.

PEOPL€

Have a wonderful Summer!

We love each other because he loved us first.
1John 4:19 (NLT)

Our Unit Spring Banquet (Potluck): June 2. Gathering at 4:30
pm. in the Social Room, eating at 5:00 pm. Bring a side dish,
salad or dessert and join us. All ladies are invited to attend. Bring
your family, neighbors and friends.

Reading Program Discussion Group: June 9 at 1:30 pm in the
Foxdale Board Room. We will discuss All You Can Ever Know: A
Memoir by Nicole Chung. Contact Suzy Lutz for more infor-
mation.

Executive Board Meeting: July 21 at 1:00 pm at Glenda
Manbeck’s home.

814-237-2163 ext.152

If you or someone you know is hurting, find out
more about Stephen Ministry by talking with Re-
nae Schunk, Director of Care Ministries. She can
talk with you about how we can connect the per-
son you know with one of our Stephen Minis-
ters. It’s a great way for you to show how much
you care. And, if you are interested in learning
how to become a Stephen Minister, Renae will
be happy to go over the process of how you can
be a trained Stephen Minister for St. Paul’s.

Adapted from Stephen Ministries. Copyright © Stephen Min-
istries St. Louis. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

rschunk@stpaulsc.org

St. Paul’s Good

Samaritan Fund

helps our neighbors
with financial assistance
for basic needs, such as
rent to prevent evic-
tion, and electricity as-
sistance to prevent shut
-offs. Won’t you help us
to love our neighbors?
Just send your check—
made out to St. Paul’s,
with “Good Sam Fund”
written in the memo
line—to the Church
Office to support our
neighbors in need.

Circles

Contact Circle leaders for the most current information.
All ladies are welcome to attend!

Deborah: We will have lunch at the American Ale House on June
18 at 11:30 am. RSVP to Suzy Lutz by June 13.

Friendship: Contact interim leader Virginia Flick for information.

Mary and Martha: TBA Contact Nancy Guild for information
(njeg2@verizon.net).

Ruth: We will have lunch at the American Ale House on June 12
at 11:30 am. We will not meet in July.

Have questions or need more information?

Contact Suzy Lutz (814-466-6389) or
Virginia Flick (814-441-1743)
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Mission & Justice

Rwanéa UP&ate

Creating Masterpieces!

One of my focuses at the Urukundo Learning Center is provid-
ing opportunities to enhance education through art. That
means bringing lots of clip art, good

paper, art supplies, and ideas. For 2nd

grade | gave students pictures of ani-

mals and birds, cut out leaves | flowers

and asked them to camouflage their

animal. Their teacher Bosco had stu-

dents share facts about their animals in

class. Being so impressed, he had sever-

al present to all students in grades 1-6.

To find out more about Hope Made Real, contact Carol Falke
(falkes248@gmail.com), visit the website
(hopemadereal.org), or follow Carol on Facebook for stories,
photos, and videos.

“The Arts must be at the heart of every child's learning experience if...they are to have a
chance to dream and to create, to have beliefs, to carry a sense of cultural identity."

-James D. Wolfensohn, former chairman, The Kennedy Center

Nicaragua
Mission

Thank you for donating to the Nicaragua backpack
and scholarship program for their school year. Aman-
da was able to hand out 825 bags of school supplies.

Your help with this program is always appreciated by
the students and their families.
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Werley Fondation & Campud Minivivy

Sarah Voigt 814-238-6739 ext.139

The Wesley Foundation hires 4 Penn State under-
graduate students each academic year to serve as
Wesley Fellows interns. Throughout this internship
students have an opportunity to explore topics of
vocation, leadership, and service through the work
and ministry of the Wesley Foundation, connected
with their own particular area of interest. Students
receive a $1,000 stipend/semester. Use the QR code
to find more information along with the 2025-26 ap-
plication. If you have any questions, talk to Pastor
Sarah!

8

svoigt@stpaulsc.org www.wesleypsu.org

Abba Java ls...

At the end of the Spring 2025 semester, we invited
students to respond to the prompt “Abba Java
Is....” Our hearts are FULL of gratitude hearing stu-
dents’ responses and remembering what a gift it is
that we get to do this work. Thank you for your
support, encouragement, presence, and prayers
that make this possible. You are welcome to come
down to Abba Java and read some of the respons-
es; however, here are a few:

* “SAFETY! Abba Java has been my peaceful sanc-
tuary and a reminder that love, connection, and
friendship can still flourish.”

*  “A second home!! Since freshman year | have
grown with Abba Java”

* ‘“Abba Java means the world to me, it is where |
feel safe, rest, and 100% embraced”
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Thank You.

Volunteers!

Thank you to our Wesley Foundation volunteers!! On
Wednesday, April 30, we celebrated our volunteers
and graduates at our end of the year picnic at Sunset
Park. We had a great time celebrating, even as many
were without power due to a storm. Throughout this
year, volunteers have served in Abba Java and Wes-
ley’s Closet, as mentors for our Wesley Fellows in-
terns, and on the Wesley Foundation Leadership
Team. We have had over 65 individuals
(congregation members and students) work togeth-
er to offer their gifts, their time, their very selves to
the work of the Wesley Foundation. Thank you!! We
are SO grateful for your presence in this work!

Lillyanna Faimon, Ph.D Learning, Design,
and Technology

Kesley Shaulis, Ph.D Sociology and
Demography

Michael Caniglia, Ph.D Sociology and
Demography

Miranda Adler, B.S. Information Technology

Isa Garcia, B.S. Human Development and
Family Studies

Marissa Lewis, B.A. Psychology

Eric Putre, B.S. Economics

We give thanks for the gifts that these
students have shared with us

For the ways that they put down roots in this
place, sharing themselves with us

We bless the years they have been present
with us

For all the memories and meals, laughter and
tears, we have shared

And now as they dig up what was once

To read more about the Wesley Foundation at Penn State, visit planted, may they carry with them our love,

our prayers, our hopes

W e S I e y p S u ° o rg That they would remember the gift of home

and welcome and never ending love
Wherever they would go.
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https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=4047&occur=20250601
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=4021&occur=20250601
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=4021&occur=20250601
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=4119&occur=20250602
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=3789&occur=20250603
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=4053&occur=20250603
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=3898&occur=20250603
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=3898&occur=20250603
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=4064&occur=20250603
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=4063&occur=20250603
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=2659&occur=20250604
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=4007&occur=20250604
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=2651&occur=20250605
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=2651&occur=20250605
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=3846&occur=20250606
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=2637&occur=20250607
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=3676&occur=20250607
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=4047&occur=20250601
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=3840&occur=20250610
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=4180&occur=20250610
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=4180&occur=20250610
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=3937&occur=20250610
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=4064&occur=20250610
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=2659&occur=20250611
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=3099&occur=20250611
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=2651&occur=20250612
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=2651&occur=20250612
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=4163&occur=20250612
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=3846&occur=20250613
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=2637&occur=20250614
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=3676&occur=20250614
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=4047&occur=20250601
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=3898&occur=20250617
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=3898&occur=20250617
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=4064&occur=20250617
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=2659&occur=20250618
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=4006&occur=20250618
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=3782&occur=20250619
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=2651&occur=20250612
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=2651&occur=20250612
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=3846&occur=20250620
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=2637&occur=20250621
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=3676&occur=20250621
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=4047&occur=20250601
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=4177&occur=20250622
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=4072&occur=20250624
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=4064&occur=20250624
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=2659&occur=20250625
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=2651&occur=20250626
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=2651&occur=20250626
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=4163&occur=20250626
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https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=3789&occur=20250701
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=4053&occur=20250701
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=4064&occur=20250701
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=4063&occur=20250701
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=2659&occur=20250702
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=2651&occur=20250703
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=2651&occur=20250703
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=4094&occur=20250704
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=2637&occur=20250705
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=4047&occur=20250706
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=3937&occur=20250708
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=4064&occur=20250708
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=2659&occur=20250709
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=3099&occur=20250709
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=2651&occur=20250710
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=2651&occur=20250710
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=4163&occur=20250710
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=3846&occur=20250711
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=2637&occur=20250712
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=4047&occur=20250706
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=4064&occur=20250715
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=2659&occur=20250716
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=2651&occur=20250717
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=2651&occur=20250717
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=3846&occur=20250718
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=2637&occur=20250719
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=4047&occur=20250706
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=4064&occur=20250722
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=2659&occur=20250723
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=2651&occur=20250724
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=2651&occur=20250724
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=4163&occur=20250724
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=3846&occur=20250725
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=2637&occur=20250726
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=4047&occur=20250706
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=4064&occur=20250729
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=2659&occur=20250730
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=2651&occur=20250731
https://stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com/event_detail.php?event_id=2651&occur=20250731

250 East College Ave
State College, PA 16801-4782

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The Messenger is a publication of
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church and Wesley Foundation

St. Paul’s Hub: www.stpaulsc.ccbchurch.com

814.237.2163 Wesley: 814.238.6739
stpauls@stpaulsc.org www.wesleypsu.org
www.stpaulsc.org

Pastors
Greg Milinovich
Sarah Voigt, Director of the Wesley Foundation

Church Office Hours
Monday - Friday 9:00 am-3:30 pm

Custodian Scheduled Hours
Monday - Friday 9:00 am -3:30 pm

NON-PROFIT ORG.

US POSTAGE PAID

STATE COLLEGE PA
PERMIT NO 65

The Messenger is a monthly newsletter. Articles must be 200 words or less. Please plan ahead!
The submission deadline is the second Wednesday of each month at noon for the next month’s issue
(July 9 at noon for the August 2025 issue). Email mboffemmyer@stpaulsc.org.

Please note when submitting articles for St. Paul’s Messenger: This publication appears on our website.
If you prefer to keep your address and/or phone number private, please do not include them in your article.
If a contact is necessary, you may refer people to the Church Office to get your contact information.



